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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Vice provost for health helps position GVSU's future 
By naming a permanent vice provost for health, Grand Valley State 
University administrators have strengthened the institution's already 
strong reputation for collaborating with the community in health care 
education and research . 
Grand Valley Provost Gayle R. Davis named Jean Nagelkerk vice 
provost for health. Nagelkerk had served in an interim role since April. 
"Professor Nagelkerk is quite effective as an advocate and representa-
tive in our many health sciences arenas. We expect she will help to 
position the university for great initiatives to come, in service to our 
state and region," said Davis. 
Her duties include serving as Grand Valley 's liaison to area hospitals , 
community agencies, and the Van Andel Institute; establishing partner-
ships and educational opportunities with Michigan State University's 
College of Human Medicine; and developing a strategic vision for 
Grand Valley State University in the larger health care community. 
Several new partnerships and programs are underway. Nagelkerk said 
Grand Valley and MSU are exploring interdisciplinary opportunities 
that would team students in health professions, nursing and medicine 
together. 
"For example, it may be a simulation case on responding to heart 
arrests ," Nagelkerk said. "During that type of emergency in a hospital, 
everyone involved in patient care in the room 
would be working together." 
Kirkhof College of Nursing has an enrollment 
of 1,568 undergraduate and graduate students; 
The College of Health Professions enrolls 
1,300 undergraduate and graduate students in 
eight programs: clinical laboratory science, 
health professions, occupational safety and 
health management , radiologic/imaging scienc-
es, therapeutic recreation, occupational therapy, 
physician assistant studies and physical therapy. 
Jean Nagelkerk 
Nagelkerk said expanding clinical placements for all of those students 
has sent her outside greater Grand Rapids . She has met with leaders at 
hospitals and clinics along the lakeshore, in Cadillac and Ludington, 
among other cities. 
"We' re expanding our clinical sites and exploring different learning 
models based on interdisciplinary teams," she said. 
Nagelkerk, who joined Grand Valley in 1993 , has served on the Grand 
Rapids Medical Education and Research Center operational board for 
the past year, continuing her engagement with the local and national 
health care community. She is also a professor of nursing . 
···---------------------------
Across Campus 
First V.P. for Inclusion and 
Equity named 
Grand Valley State University President 
Thomas J. Haas announced the appointment 
of Dr. Jeanne Arnold from the University 
of Pennsylvania as the university's first Vice 
President for Inclusion and Equity. 
Arnold is currently the executive director in 
the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal 
Opportunity Programs at the Ivy League uni-
versity where she's worked since 1995. She 
moved to her current position in 2003. 
Arnold earned her doctorate in Higher 
Education Management from the University 
of Pennsylvania, where she also earned a 
master's degree. She holds a bachelor 's degree 
from Pennsylvania State University. 
"I am so pleased that we will have a person 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
with Dr. Arnold 's quali-
fications in this criti-
cally important position 
at Grand Valley," Haas 
said. "I have created this 
vice presidency, dedi-
cated to inclusion and 
equity, so we can contin-
ue the work of creating 
an environment in which 
all can succeed and be 
informed by diversity of 
Jeanne Arnold 
perspectives and people. Diversity is essential 
in promoting the values of a liberal education 
and must be nurtured as an intellectual asset." 
Arnold said: "I am truly honored to be Grand 
Valley's choice as the first vice president for 
Inclusion and Equity. I look forward to work-
ing with President Haas and the entire Grand 
Valley family to build upon the impressive 
foundation of inclusion initiatives already in 
place." 
The university conducted a nationwide search 
for this position and a search committee, 
comprised of representatives from the univer-
sity and the community, narrowed down the 
impressive list of candidates. 
"The creation of this important inaugural 
position effectively demonstrates that inclu-
sion and equity are priorities on campus," 
said Marlene Kowalski-Braun , co-chair of the 
search committee and director of the Women 's 
Center. "We are confident that Jeanne Arnold 
can effectively build on the momentum that 
has been created to further infuse and embed 
diversity at Grand Valley." 
The creation of this vice president position 
complements the mission of incorporating all 
voices and experiences into the campus cul-
ture. It culminates several years of sustained 
dialogue, activities, and research by faculty, 
staff and students . 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 Associate dean earns national coverage 
"I believe Dr. Arnold will be able to build a real division of inclusion and 
equity and not just an office," said Regina McClinton, president of the 
People of Color Network and an associate professor of Biology at Grand 
Valley. "This effort involves everyone on campus. I see her as a true lead-
er, facilitator, and an agent for on-going, positive change." 
Steve Glass, associate dean of the College of Interdisciplinary Studies and 
professor of movement science, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press regarding a new workstation created by Steelcase, which incorpo-
rates a treadmill into a computer workstation . The story was picked up by 
the Associated Press and appeared in more than 100 outlets nationwide. 
Greenwood & Associates, Inc., the firm that assisted in the search, noted 
that while a chief diversity officer is becoming more common in higher 
education, Grand Valley is one of the first regional four-year public uni-
versities to hire a person at this senior leadership level. Arnold will report 
directly to the president and be part of his senior management team. She 
will begin her duties January 6, 2008 . 
Family Association has new Web site 
The Family Association, a free organization for families of GVSU stu-
dents, recently launched a new Web at www.gvsu.edu/familyassociation, 
which has information about resources for families, a master calendar and 
more. 
Planning for Laker Admission Now The Family Association connects families of GVSU students to the uni-
versity through interaction, education, volunteerism and financial sup-
port of the university. Last year, an Advisory Committee of parents was 
established and a fundraising campaign was held that raised more than 
$140 ,000 for the university. 
Anyone interested in learning about the college admission process at 
Grand Valley is invited to attend a PLAN session on November 27 from 
10 a.m. until noon in room 104 of the Kirkhof Center, or on February 7, 
2008 from 10 a.m. until noon in room 303C De Vos, Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. Registration deadline for the November session is Friday, 
November 23. Open Enrollment ends Nov. 12 
Speakers will include representatives from Admissions and Financial 
Aid. Topics will cover how to prepare middle school and high school 
students for the application process and what can increase the chances of 
acceptance, as well as how to find federal, state, institutional and private 
sources to assist with college costs. 
The annual 2008 Benefits Open Enrollment for benefit-eligible faculty 
and staff members runs through 5 p.m., November 12. Employees have 
the opportunity to enroll in, change or drop medical, dental and/or vision 
insurance programs; add, change, or drop dependents; enroll in the 
Flexible Spending Account programs for health and dependent care (Must 
re-enroll each year); review and update beneficiary information. 
Registration is required. Call Sue Sloop at x 18011, or register online at 
www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness, click links "training/workshops," "register 
online," log in, then "live and learn" and choose "PLAN." 
Those who do not enroll will retain the same benefits coverage as they had 
for 2007. Human Resources representatives are available for assistance at 
x12220 or via e-mail at benefit@gvsu .edu. If you need help with online 
enrollment, stop by 140 Lake Michigan Hall . The sessions are planned by A.F.S .C.M.E. Local #2074, GVSU C.O.T.A., 
University Development Faculty Staff Campaign and Work Life Connections. 
···-------------------------
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
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Fax: 616-331-2250. 
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GVFaces 
GVSU staff member balances 
sports and academics 
Between taking classes toward her communications 
major and working as the administrative assistant 
for athletics at Grand Valley State University, Sandra 
Jennings' schedule is usually pretty full. 
"I take a class here and there - I study around work 
hours," Jennings said. "It's really difficult in the ath-
letics department because there are peaks and valleys 
of busy times." 
Jennings has been at Grand Valley for almost 15 
years, starting when she worked in the office of 
the dean for the Seidman College of business. In 
March 1996 Jennings was promoted from secretary 
to administrative assistant of Athletics. Her first day 
was also the first day for new athletic director, Tim 
Selgo. 
"I guess you could say we worked our way up 
together," she said with a smile. 
The most rewarding thing for Jennings is learning 
from students. "Students amaze me at how much they 
can teach me," she said. "I have learned to have a 
great deal of respect for students, especially now that 
I am one myself again." 
Jennings said many people think their contribution is 
minute when it really is huge . 
"All faculty , administrative and support staff, from 
the grounds crew to the president's office, everyone 
plays an integral part in the 
success of our student athletes. 
They have no idea how it 
affects the program." 
Jennings said the fun part of 
her job is not only watching the 
Lakers win, but also taking calls 
from scouts for professional 
football and baseball teams. 
Sandra Jennings 
She said the most challenging part of her job is hav-
ing high expectations of the Athletics staff. "I have 
to remember this (administrative responsibilities) is 
such a small piece of their lives ," she said. "They 
have a lot on their plates. They have all the pressure 
of winning, and sometimes the last thing they think 
about are the reports that need to be filed . It's the 
little things I have to take care of." 
Jennings would like to tell students they have to 
invest in themselves. 
"They owe it to themselves and their families. They 
have to get what they came for. I am so sorry I 
waited so long to get my degree. It's challenging with 
full-time work and college, yet I see students do it all 
the time. I have so much respect for them. Juggling 
the learning and studying, while leading full lives 
gets a lot harder when you get older." 
In her spare time, Jennings is interested in photogra-
phy, and loves to travel and spend time with her three 
grandsons. 
What1 s Ahead 
Native American History on 
fall stage 
The history 
of the United 
States from 
Christopher 
Columbus 
to Donald 
Trump (as 
seen through 
the eyes 'Turtle Island Blues,' a cul-
of Native tural diversity drama, will run 
Americans) is November 9-7 7. 
the subject of 
Grand Valley's fall cultural diversity drama. 
The Michigan premiere of Turtle Island Blues 
by Minnesota author William Borden will be 
directed by Roger Ellis, Grand Valley profes-
sor of theatre, November 9-17, on the Allendale 
Campus. Six performances are scheduled: 7:30 
p.m. November 9, 10, 15, 16, and 17, with a 2 
p.m. matinee on Sunday, November 11. Ticket 
prices range from $6 - $12, with special dis-
counts for tribal peoples, GVSU alumni, faculty 
and staff, seniors and all students. The show 
does contain some adult situations of violence, 
and is not recommended for younger audiences. 
Tickets may be purchased in person at the box 
office in the lobby of the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre in the Performing Arts Center, noon-5 
p.m. weekdays, or through Star Tickets Plus (for 
a service fee) . 
Grand Valley's School of Communications will 
also feature two community panels following 
performances each weekend. On November 11, 
following the 2 p.m. matinee, local scholars and 
community leaders will discuss the socio-cul-
tural issues of the play with the audience. On 
November 15, a second panel of Grand Valley 
and Western Michigan University history schol-
ars will examine some of the historical points 
contained in the drama, following the 7:30 
p.m. performance. Both panels will serve light 
refreshments. 
Borden was a recent Writer-in-Residence in 
Grand Valley's theatre program. All of the 
actors in the multiracial ensemble are Grand 
Valley students. For more information contact 
Roger Ellis, stage director, at x13485 . 
Perrigo CEO speaks 
The Seidman College 
of Business Alumni 
Association is hosting 
Joseph C. Papa, presi-
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer of Perrigo Co. as 
part of its 2007 Breakfast 
Series on November 7 . 
·11 
I 
Papa will explain how Joseph C. Papa 
the Allegan-based com-
pany has evolved from a 
reseller of home remedies in 1887, to the devel-
oper of the private label concept in the 1920s, to 
a global, integrated health care company today 
that is uniquely positioned to help people by 
making health care more affordable . 
Papa will speak November 7 in Loosemore 
Auditorium on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus . 
Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m., with the presenta-
tion at 8 a.m. RSVP by e-mail to busalumn@ 
gvsu.edu or call x17100. 
Caribbean slavery expert 
to speak at Grand Valley 
Verene A. Shepherd 
will speak on "Slavery, 
Shame, and Pride: 
Commemoration and 
Symbolic Decolonization 
in the Caribbean," on 
Thursday, November 8 at 
7 p.m. in the Loosemore 
Auditorium, on the Pew 
Grand Rapids campus. 
Shepherd presents Grand 
Valley's final lecture in 
Verene A. Shepherd 
the "Remembering the Crossings" series, which 
has promoted awareness of 2007 as the bicen-
tennial of the abolition of the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade. She has organized numerous con-
ferences on Caribbean history and has received 
nine scholarships and grants, including a 
Scouloudi Foundation Historical Award. 
Shepherd is president of the Association of 
Caribbean Historians and chair of the board of 
the Jamaica National Heritage Trust and chair of 
the Jamaica National Bicentenary Committee. 
She received her doctorate from the University 
of Cambridge in 1988 , and is a professor of 
social history at the University of West Indes, 
Mona. 
Shepherd's latest book, published in 2007, is 
titled/ Want to Disturb My Neighbor: Lectures 
on Slavery, Emancipation and Post-Colonial 
Jamaica . She is editor of Freedom Delayed 
and co-author, with Hilary Beckles, of Trading 
Souls: Europe's Transatlantic Trade in Africans 
and Saving Souls: The Struggle to End the 
Transatlantic Trade in Africans, all published in 
2007 to mark the Bicentenary of the Abolition 
of the Trans-Atlantic Trade in Africans. Her 
current research interests focus on Jamaican 
economic history, Caribbean women's history 
and migration studies. For more information, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/abolition or call Steeve 
Buckridge at x18550 . 
Stanford chemist gives Ott 
Chemistry Lecture 
The Department of Chemistry chair at Stanford 
University, renowned for his research in the 
area of laser chemistry, will speak at Grand 
Valley State University as the 2007 Arnold C . 
Ott Lectureship in Chemistry. 
Richard Zare's work has led to a greater under-
standing of chemical reactions at the molecular 
level. By experimental and theoretical studies 
he has made seminal contributions to knowl-
edge of molecular collision processes and con-
tributed very significantly to solving a variety of 
problems in chemical analysis. His development 
of laser induced fluorescence as a method for 
studying reaction dynamics has been widely 
adopted in other laboratories. 
Two events planned for Wednesday, November 
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7, are free and open to the public. A chem-
istry seminar, "Adventures in Liquid Stream 
Chemical Analysis and Nanoparticle Chemical 
Synthesis," will be at 1 p.m., in 123 Manitou 
Hall, on the Allendale Campus . An evening 
lecture, "Cars: Chemistry In Motion," is 
planned for 6 p.m., in Loosemore Auditorium, 
De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. It 
will be preceded by a 5 p.m. reception in the 
auditorium lobby. 
The lectureship was created and endowed by a 
generous gift from Arnold C. Ott and Marion 
Ott. Ott received his doctorate in 1943 from 
Michigan State University in chemistry/phys-
ics/bacteriology and is a leading chemist and 
entrepreneur in West Michigan. He is one of the 
co-founders of Grand Valley State University 
and served on the GVSU Board of Trustees 
for 28 years. For more information, contact the 
Department of Chemistry at x13317. 
Historian Jill Norgen visits GR 
Before Hillary Clinton there was Belva Ann 
Lockwood. In 1884 Lockwood became the first 
woman to appear on a presidential ballot, and in 
1888 she ran again as the National Equal Rights 
Party candidate. 
Historian Jill Norgren will speak about 
Lockwood, Tuesday, November 6, at 7 p .m. at 
the Gerald R. Ford Museum Auditorium, 303 
Pearl St., Grand Rapids. "The Woman Who 
Would Be President" is sponsored by Grand 
Valley State University's Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies and the Women's Center at 
Grand Valley. 
Norgren is a writer and professor emerita of 
government and law at City University of 
New York. In addition to her work on Belva 
Lockwood, she is author of Cherokee Cases: 
Two Landmark Federal Decisions in the Fight 
for Sovereignty and co-author of American 
Cultural Pluralism and Law. Her research has 
been supported by the Rockefeller Foundation, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
ACLS, and the Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars. 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center at x12770 or visit www.allpresidents.org. 
Vagina Monologues and 
MMRP auditions 
Auditions for Grand Valley's production of 
Eve Ensler's The Vagina Monologues and A 
Memory, A Monologue, A Rant, and A Prayer 
will be held Sunday, November 11th, noon-6 
p.m., in 142 Kirkhof and Monday, November 
12th, 6-10 p.m. in the Women 's Center, room 
161 Kirkhof. 
Attendance at only one audition is required and 
includes cold readings. There is a copy of The 
Vagina Monologues on e-reserve. Auditions 
are open to every female and male on campus, 
regardless of theater experience . For more infor-
mation, contact the Women's Center via e-mail 
at vdaygvsu@gmail.com, by phone at x12748, 
or in person at 161 Kirkhof Center. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., Nov. 5 
6:45 a.m. : Yoga in the Workplace. YMCA-
Downtown. Call x12215 for more informa-
tion. 
11 a .m.: Flu Shots . Patient Suite Rm. 331, CHS. 
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace . Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Call xl2215 for more information . 
Noon: Her Story with Nanette Reynolds . 
215/216 KC . Call xl2748 for more informa-
tion. 
Noon: History Colloquium. 2016 MAK. Call 
x18504 for more information. 
1:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
. - Group Therapy. 116B DEV Call xl3266 for 
more information. 
3:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information . 
8 p .m.: Artist/Faculty Series: Perugino String 
Quartet. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Tues., Nov. 6 
Noon: GVSU Quilters . 104 KC. Call x18125 for 
more information. 
1 p.m.: Latin America Through Film. 101 LHH. 
1:30 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
3 p.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
5 p.m .: Opening reception for Steven Sorman. 
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts. Call 
x13486 for more information. 
5 p.m.: Flu Shots. GVSU Family Health Center, 
72 Sheldon Blvd SE. 
7:30 p.m.: The Woman Who Would Be 
President. Ford Museum. Call x12770 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series: Aron Zelkowicz, 
Cello. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Wed., Nov. 7 
6:45 a.m.: Yoga in the Workplace. YMCA-
Downtown. Call x12215 for more informa-
tion . 
Noon: Toastmasters. 005 KC. Call x12233 for 
more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series: Los Utrera. Cook-
DeWitt Center. Call x13484 for more infor-
mation. 
12: 10 p.m.: My Mother Myself. 303C DEV. 
1 p.m.: Ott Lecture in Chemistry. 123 MAN. 
Call x13317 for more information . 
6 p.m.: Ott Lecture in Chemistry. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl3317 for more 
information . 
Thurs., Nov. 8 
7:30 a.m .: Toastmasters. UClub. Call x 17337 for 
more information . 
10 a.m.: Flu Shots. Atrium , HH. 
10:30 a.m.: "A Little Help From My Friends" 
- Group Therapy. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
Noon: Yoga in the Workplace. Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Call xl2215 for more information. 
Noon: Senior Resources . 104 KC. CaJI x12215 
for more information. 
VENTS 
7 p.m.: Global Linkages: The Significance of 
a Changing Tundra. 102 LTT, PAD. Call 
xl2267 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Remembering the Crossings: Verene 
Shepherd. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
xl8550 for more information. 
Fri., Nov. 9 
10 a.m.: Flu Shots . Building C, DEV. 
6 p.m.: Ott Chemistry Lecture. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl3317 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: Tom Caltabiano, writer for "Everybody 
Loves Raymond" returns to Grand Valley. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl8097 
for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Turtle Island Blues . Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, PAC. Call x13668 for more informa-
tion. 
Sat., Nov. 10 
7:30 p.m.: Turtle Island Blues . Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, PAC. Call x13668 for more informa-
tion. 
Sun., Nov. 11 
2 p.m.: Turtle Island Blues . Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, PAC. Call x13668 for more 
information. 
3 p.m.: Ksenia Leletkina, pianist. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Sports 
Sat., Nov. 10 
1 p.m.: GVSU Football hosts Northern Michigan 
University. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy and direc-
tor of East Asian Studies, gave two speeches 
at the 5th World Public Forum "Dialogue of 
Civilizations" in Rhodes Island, Greece. He 
organized and moderated a roundtable , "Chinese 
Civilization in the Context of Global Dialogue." 
His opening session speech was "Chinese Holistic 
Vision -An Alternative to Universalism." He 
also presented a paper on "Proper Language for 
Dialogue - A Confucian Suggestion." 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, wrote an 
article "Social Support and Social Integration," 
published by the National Cancer Institute in 
Health Behavior Constructs: Theory, Measure-
ment and Research. 
Parvez Sopariwala wrote an article , "Using 
Theoretical Capacity to Eliminate Manipula-
tion of Absorption Costing Income," that was 
published in Cost Management, Sept/Oct, 2007, 
Vol 21 , No. 5, pp. 40-47 . 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philoso-
phy, published the French article "The relations 
between ethics and an open scientific education." 
WGVU's production Coast Guard Festival 
Highlights 2007 has received an honorable men-
tion for television in the documentary category 
of The Accolade Competition . The Accolades 
honor outstanding craft and creativity in film, 
video , television and commercials . The docu-
mentary was directed and edited by WGVU 
producer/director Jim Vander Maas. 
In the News 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science , was a guest speaker on WTKG-AM's 
"Sports Extra" show on the topic of positive and 
negative sports rivalries. 
Peimin Ni was interviewed by a Russian 
TV station and four Chinese newspapers, 
including China Daily during the World Public 
Forum conference in Rhodes Island , Greece. 
His presentation at the WPF in the Headquarters 
of UNESCO, Paris , "What Can Confucianism 
Contribute to the Global dialogue on Human 
Rights?" was published in the Bulletin of the 
WPF, Selected Articles, 2003-2007. 
